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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

of 

STAINES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1965. 

This  year  I  am  confining  my  observations  on  the  health  of  the 
district  to  a  consideration  of  epidemiological  information  because  it 
is  too  early  to  enlarge  upon  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  this 
district  since  the  formation  of  the  new  Northern  Division  of  Surrey. 

The  health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Staines  remains  well  above  the 
average.  The  infant  mortality  rate,  which  is  considered  a  very  good 
indication  of  the  health  of  a  community,  is  very  low,  11.16  compared 
with  19.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  figures,  however,  are  too  small 
to  warrant  more  than  a  passing  comment.  There  were  no  illegitimate 
deaths  and  there  were  no  maternal  deaths,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

Looking  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture,  there  were  more  deaths 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  than  previously,  and  a  steady  increase  in  this 
cause  of  death  has  been  consistently  noted  locally  as  well  as  nationally. 
In  fact  twice  as  many  females  as  compared  with  last  year  died  from 
this  cause.  There  were  more  deaths  also  from  stroke  and  similar  con¬ 
ditions  affecting  the  nervous  system,  and  again  unfortunately,  con¬ 
siderably  more  coronary  disease  (10  more  men  and  4  more  women  than 
in  1964). 

With  regard  to  lung  cancer,  it  is  important  to  reiterate  that  smoking 
is  definitely  now  held  firmly  to  be  a  contributory  cause,  particularly 
cigarette  smoking,  and  special  attention  is  being  paid  to  health  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  younger  section  of  the  population  before  and  immediately 
after  leaving  school. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Council  particularly  requested  that  a 
geriatric  clinic  should  be  started  as  soon  as  was  practicable,  and 
geriatric  clinics  were  opened  under  the  auspices  of  Surrey  County 
Council  at  Gresham  Road  Clinic,  Staines,  and  Stanwell  Road  Clinic, 
Ashford.  The  team  carrying  out  this  work  is  able  to  offer  general 
physical  screening,  physio-therapy,  geriatric  visiting  and  close  liaison 
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with  the  patient’s  private  practitioner.  A  considerable  amount  of 
interest  has  already  been  shown  by  senior  members  of  the  community, 
and  one  clinic  particularly  has  been  well  supported  from  the  beginning. 

It  would  be  unsuitable  to  close  without  reference  to  the  vigilance 
which  is  the  price  of  safety  in  such  a  community  as  this.  For  example 
there  was  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  another  district  with  contacts 
in  this  area;  careful  follow-up  was  carried  out  and  no  more  cases 
occurred.  This  vigilance  is  particularly  the  role  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  is  reflected  in  the  satisfactory  state  of  the  community. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council, 
particularly  in  the  field  of  rehousing.  Considerable  importance  is 
attached  to  medical  priority  in  difficult  housing  cases,  and  following 
rehousing,  cases  are  often  reported  to  me  as  having  made  very  con¬ 
siderable  improvement  due  to  this  single  cause,  both  physically  and 
mentally. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  to  me  by  the 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  especially  Mr.  J.  Mullin,  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Miss  L.  M.  Perryman,  Chief  Clerk. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  MATHESON. 


Provision  of  Hospitals  and  Clinics 

Hospitals: 

Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Staines  Hospital,  Kingston  Road,  Staines. 

Chest  Clinic: 

Chest  Clinic,  Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc.: 

These  are  provided  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  at  the 
following  addresses: 

‘‘  The  Grange,”  Gresham  Road,  Staines. 

The  Health  Centre,  Stanwell  Road,  Ashford. 

Stan  well  Clinic,  Hadrian  Way,  Stanwell. 

A  mobile  clinic  is  also  available. 
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Summary  of  Statistics 


Area  —  8,271  acres. 

Population  (Estimated  mid-1965)  ...  ...  ...  53,790 

Number  of  Houses,  Bungalows  and  Flats  at  1.4.65  ...  15,985 

Rateable  Value  at  1.4.65  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3,049,672 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  1st  April,  1965  ...  £12,650 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  487  442  929 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  27  30  57 


514  472 


Live  Birth  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  ...  18.33 

Comparability  factor  is  0.89  giving  adjusted  birth  rate 

c3  f  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  ^3 . 3 1 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  18.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  birth  ...  5.78 

Still  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  9  4  13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  ...  13.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  15.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  999 

Deaths  Male  ...  ...  236 

Female  ...  237 

473 


Death  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  ...  8.79 

Comparability  factor  is  1.28,  giving  adjusted  death  rate 
of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.25 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  thousand  live  births)  ...  ...  11.16 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  19.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  11.84 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  8.11 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  6.09 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  19.02 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  — 
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Causes  of  Death 


Disease 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diorrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 
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INFANT  DEATHS 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


Under 

1 

2  3  4 

5-9 

10-14  15-24  25  & 

1  yr. 

yr. 

yrs.  yrs.  yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs.  yrs. 

over 

Total 

Scarlet 

Fever 

— 

1  5  2 

13 

2  — 

— 

23 

Whooping 

Cough 

— 

2 

4  2  1 

1 

—  — 

— 

10 

Measles 

35  89 

126  157  172 

506 

14  1 

2 

1,102 

Under  5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  & 

5  yrs.  yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

over 

Total 

Acute  pneumonia 

•  •  « 

—  — 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

.  •  • 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Food  poisoning 

.  .  . 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NOTIFICATIONS 

DEATHS 

Age 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

Periods 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

2—  4 

5—14 

15—24 

25—34 

35—44 

2  2 

—  — 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

-  Z 

1  — 

1  1 

-  — 

— 

■ 

45—54 

2  1 

—  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55—64 

2  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

65—74 

—  2 

—  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

75—84 

.  —  — 

—  — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

7  7  11  —  2  1  — 


14  2  2  1 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  MATTERS 


Food  Poisoning 

1  case  of  Salmonella  Typhimurium  was  notified  which  did  not 
appear  to  be  food  borne. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  an  adjoining  area  was  probably 
due  to  turkey  eaten  at  a  wedding  reception.  This  gave  rise  to  one  case 
in  this  area,  with  Salmonella  Enteritidis  as  the  organism  identified. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  S.47 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  Section. 


Laundry  Service 

Thirteen  persons  used  the  Council’s  service  for  incontinent  old 
persons  living  in  their  own  homes  during  the  year,  the  cost  being 
£39  2s.  2d. 

Establishments  for  Massage  or  Special  Treatment 

Persons  carrying  on  special  treatment  such  as  massage  and 
chiropody  are  required  to  be  registered  under  the  Surrey  County 
Council  Acts.  Following  the  transfer  of  this  district  to  the  County  of 
Surrey  on  April  1st,  1965,  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council. 


Sewerage 

The  area  has  an  adequate  modern  system  of  main  drainage.  The 
sewer  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  being  necessary  to  serve  a  small 
number  of  modern  houses  at  present  drained  to  cesspools  is  likely  to  be 
laid  during  1966. 

Treatment  of  sewage  is  at  the  Mogden  Works  of  the  Greater 
London  Council. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
is  organised  to  provide  a  regular  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse. 
Because  of  the  shortage  of  labour  for  this  work  there  is  some  difficulty 
in  maintaining  the  weekly  collection  after  Bank  Holidays  and  during 
the  holiday  months. 
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A  special  collection  is  given  to  householders  on  request  for  the 
removal  of  unwanted  items  of  furniture,  pianos,  bedding,  etc.,  too 
large  to  be  removed  with  the  weekly  collection.  This  service  meets 
a  need  and  helps  prevent  dumping. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continues  to  be  by  incineration  at  the  Charlton 
Plant  which,  following  the  reorganisation  of  local  government  in 
Greater  London,  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Greater  London 
Council. 


Water 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  in 
quantity.  Nearly  all  the  water  supply  is  from  the  works  of  the  South 
West  Suburban  Water  Company  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames 
near  Staines.  This  Works  takes  raw  water  from  the  river  and  pumps 
direct  to  main  after  filtration  and  chlorination.  Part  of  the  Colnbrook 
area,  comprising  330  dwellings  is  supplied  by  the  Borough  of  Slough 
and  24  houses  near  Chertsey  Bridge  by  Woking  and  District  Water 
Company.  The  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company  take  daily 
bacteriological  samples  of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply. 
Monthly  samples  of  river  water  are  taken  and  additional  raw  water 
samples  whenever  considered  advisable.  Copies  of  these  reports  are 
available  to  this  Council  and  occasional  check  samples  are  taken  by 
this  department.  All  of  these  samples  are  invariably  satisfactory. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  South  West  Suburban  and  Woking 
supplies  is  normally  0.2  parts  per  million.  The  water  supplied  by 
Slough  normally  has  0.7  to  0.9  parts  per  million  of  fluoride. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  no 
action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination.  All  the 
15,985  dwellings  have  a  piped  mains  supply  direct  to  the  houses  and 
there  are  no  stand  pipe  supplies. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


This  report  follows  the  lines  of  previous  years  by  showing  in  statis¬ 
tical  form  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  1965.  It  cannot  convey  how  these  duties  were  carried  out  and 
how  much  was  achieved  by  tact,  persuasion  and  advice  without 
recourse  to  statutory  action.  In  fact,  compliance  with  the  wide  variety 
of  legislation  mentioned  in  this  report  was  almost  entirely  achieved 
without  recourse  to  formal  action. 

This  is  very  largely  due  to  the  co-operation  and  acceptance  of  the 
law  by  the  public  and  particularly  those  engaged  in  business,  trade 
and  the  professions  with  whom  the  Inspector  comes  into  contact  and 
upon  whom  his  duties  often  impinge. 

Elsewhere  in  this  report  I  have  included  details  of  the  duties  carried 
out  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  This 
legislation,  new  to  Local  Authorities,  applies  health,  welfare  and  safety 
requirements  to  employees  in  offices  and  shops  similar  to  that  applied 
by  the  Factories  Acts  to  workers  in  factories. 

During  the  first  half  of  1965  all  available  time  was  concentrated  on 
making  the  first  general  inspections  of  the  premises  registered  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  the  offices  and  shops  were  being  revisited  to 
ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being  understood  and 
met. 

Promotion  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  continued  during  1965  and 
Smoke  Control  Area  No.  7  was  declared  by  the  Council.  Industrial 
smoke  is  not  a  problem  in  this  area,  and  the  greatest  contribution  that 
can  be  made  to  clean  air  is  control  of  domestic  smoke.  Expert  opinion 
now  puts  75%  of  smoke  pollution  in  this  country  as  being  due  to 
smoke  from  domestic  dwellings,  and  if  this  opinion  is  accepted,  domes¬ 
tic  smoke  control  is  very  well  worth  while. 

Most  of  the  houses  unfit  for  habitation  within  the  meaning  of 
Section  4  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  have  now  been  dealt  with.  Atten¬ 
tion  is  therefore  being  directed  to  the  improvement  of  older  dwellings, 
and  during  1965  a  survey  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  declaration  of 
an  improvement  area. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

1,327 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

•  •  • 

159 

Rent  Act,  1957 

•  •  • 

146 

Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

19 

Food  Premises 

1,669 

Food  Hawkers 

... 

38 

Food  Inspection 

•  •  • 

402 

Slaughterhouse 

•  •  * 

581 

Pet  Animals  Act 

•  •  4 

9 

Drainage  Works 

4  4  4 

215 

Factories  Act,  1961  ... 

4  4  4 

104 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  (inspections  and  survey) 

...  4,057 

Rodent  Control  (inspections  and  survey) 

4  4 

...  2,753 

Pest  Control 

4  4  4 

99 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

4  4  4 

38 

Infectious  Diseases 

4  4  4 

100 

Offensive  Trades 

4  4  4 

117 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

308 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

4  4  4 

60 

Schools 

4  4  4 

35 

Pollution  of  Streams  ... 

4  4  4 

40 

Refuse  Tips 

4  4  4 

101 

Hairdressers  (Bye  Laws) 

4  4  4 

49 

Laundry  Service  (Incontinent  Persons) 

4  4  4 

182 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963 

...  1,311 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts 

4  4  4 

432 

Labelling  of  Food  Orders 

4  4  4 

266 

Miscellaneous 

4  4  4 

472 

15,089 

Housing  Statistics 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notices :  — 

Housing  Act,  1957  Public  Health  Totals 

Sec.  9.  10.  16.  Acts 

Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal 

Cy  Owner  ~  1  105  22  105  23 

By  Local  Authority  —  —  —  —  — ■  — 
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Housing  Act,  1957 


Unfit  Houses  beyond  repair 

Undertakings  accepted  Sec.  16.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Closing  Orders  made  Sec.  17.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Demolition  Orders  made  Sec.  18.  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Houses  Demolished  following 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  unfit  houses  included  in  Areas  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  by  Local  Authority 
or  Owners :  — 

(a)  Unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  Families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  Notices  Served 

Informal  Formal 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  9  ...  ...  —  1 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Overcrowding  ...  3  — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  165  22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ...  ...  40  — 

Factories  Act,  1961  ...  ...  ...  6  — 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963  .  283  — 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  ...  ...  ...  —  17 

497  40 


Improvement  of  Dwellings  during  1965 
Applications  for  Grants 

Standard  Grants 

No.  of  applications  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

No.  of  applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  36 

No.  of  applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Total  amount  paid  in  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  £4,102  0  0 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  ...  £157  15  5 
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Discretionary  Grants 

No  applications  were  received  for  discretionary  grants.  This  type 
of  grant  is  made  for  the  conversion  of  the  larger  dwellings  into  flats 
or  for  the  improvement  of  dwellings  to  a  good  standard.  There  is 
little  scope  for  discretionary  grants  in  this  area  and  there  are  few 
houses  suitable  for  conversion  to  flats.  A  small  number  of  houses 
have  been  converted  to  flats  without  grant  because  of  the  restriction 
on  the  amount  of  rent  that  can  be  charged  when  grant  is  made. 


Rent  Act,  1957,  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  defects  ...  ...  6 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority  ...  — 

Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for  cancellation  of 
certificates 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ... 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 
objections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 


The  following  caravan  sites  have  site  licences  under  this  Act. 


Residential  Holiday 
Caravans  Caravans 


22  — 

6  18 

5  — 


Land  at  Penton  Hook,  Staines 
Harris’  Boatyard,  Laleham 
Caretaker  Sites 
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•  •  • 


•  •  • 


In  addition  the  Council  has  provided  a  large  holiday  caravan  and 
camping  site  at  Laleham  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Thames.  This  is 
open  from  May  to  September  each  year  and  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Camping  Club  of  Great  Britain. 

Complaints 

During  the  year  542  complaints  on  all  kinds  of  subjects  were 
received;  all  were  investigated  and  any  necessary  action  taken. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Bakehouses 

No.  of 
Premises 

4 

No.  of 
Inspections 

9 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

19 

74 

Butchers  Shops 

31 

257 

Milk  Distribution  Depots 

4 

15 

Food  and  Drink  Manufacturers 

4 

23 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried  fish) 

12 

109 

Food  Hawkers 

11 

38 

Grocers 

67 

280 

Greengrocers 

39 

143 

Public  Houses 

42 

66 

Restaurants^  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ... 

47 

211 

School  Kitchens 

7 

17 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

581 

Wholesalers 

9 

9 

Canteens 

14 

16 

Supermarkets 

6 

171 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  ... 

49 

60 

366 

2,079 

14 


Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


Meat  at  slaughterhouse  ... 

T  ons 

1 

Cwts. 

4 

Lbs. 

99 

Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

— 

4 

29 

Meat  at  retail  shops  . 

— 

2 

62 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

— 

3 

55 

Canned  meats 

— 

2 

78 

Fish 

— 

1 

56 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

— 

9 

62 

Other  Foods 

1 

3 

65 

Total 

•  •  • 

3 

12 

58 

Condemned  meat  and  food  is  dealt  with  at  a  fat  recovery  plant  in  the 
area  where  it  is  processed  for  industrial  use. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

No.  of  No.  fitted  No.  where  No.  complying 

Category  Premises  to  comply  Reg.  19  applies  with  Reg.  19 
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Food  and  Drugs  Administration 
Milk 

Practically  all  of  the  milk  supplied  to  the  area  is  bulked  milk 
bottled  by  large  dairy  firms  distributing  milk  over  a  large  area. 

6  samples  of  fresh  milk,  and  1  sample  of  powdered  “  instant  ”  milk 
were  submitted  and  were  all  found  to  be  genuine.  One  sample  of 
cream  was  found  to  have  a  bitter  taste  due  to  a  sporing  organism. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

7  samples  of  sausages  were  submitted  for  analysis.  Two  samples 
contained  sulphur  dioxide  as  an  added  preservative  although  a  notice 
was  not  exhibited  in  the  shop  in  accordance  with  the  Preservatives  in 
Food  Regulations,  1962.  Warnings  were  given  to  the  butchers 
concerned. 

3  meat  pies  and  two  samples  of  liver  sausage  were  submitted  and 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Drugs 

9  samples  of  proprietary  drugs  and  medicines  were  submitted  and 
reported  as  genuine. 


Other  Foods 

82  samples  of  various  foods  and  proprietary  drinks  were  submitted 
for  analysis.  77  of  these  were  genuine  and  satisfactory.  2  samples  of 
Fruit  Salad  had  ingredients  not  in  the  recommended  proportions. 
This  was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturers  concerned  and  satisfactorily 
resolved. 

A  sample  of  lemon  marmalade  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  soluble 
solids.  Manufacturing  methods  were  checked  and  revised  to  ensure 
that  the  marmalade  reached  the  prescribed  standard. 

A  sample  of  margarine  was  found  not  to  be  of  normal  commercial 
quality.  The  distributors  withdrew  the  consignment  from  the  market. 

A  sample  of  mushroom  cubes  was  found  to  be  incorrectly 
designated.  Discussions  with  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  manufacturer 
were  held  and  a  new  designation  was  agreed  for  future  use. 

Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 

This  Order  requires  pre-packed  food  to  be  marked  with  the  name 
and  address  or  with  the  registered  trademark  of  the  packer  or  labeller. 
It  also  requires  such  food  to  be  labelled  with  its  common  or  usual 
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name  (if  any)  and  in  the  case  of  a  compounded  food  with  the  names  of 
the  ingredients  in  descending  order  or  proportion  of  weight.  It  also 
controls  the  manner  in  which  the  presence  of  vitamins  and  minerals  is 
disclosed,  and  prescribes  specific  labelling  of  certain  foods. 

A  sample  of  marzipan  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  was  found  on 
analysis  to  contain  sorbic  acid  which  ingredient  was  omitted  from  the 
description  of  the  article  on  the  label.  The  Distributors  arranged  for 
the  amendment  of  their  label. 


Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887-1953 

The  majority  of  inspection  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of 
these  Acts  relates  to  ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  the  various 
Marking  Orders  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1926  are 
complied  with.  These  Orders  apply  to  the  marking  of  the  country  of 
origin  on  imported  foodstuffs,  principally  meat,  apples,  tomatoes, 
dried  fruits,  bacon,  ham,  poultry,  butter  and  honey  upon  sale  or 
exposure  for  sale.  Attention  is  given  to  these  requirements  during 
routine  visits  to  food  premises  and  stall  holders.  All  the  infringements 
detected  were  of  a  minor  nature  and  were  dealt  with  by  verbal 
warnings. 


Food  Complaints 

24  complaints  concerning  purchases  of  various  articles  of  food  were 
made  to  the  Department  during  the  year.  19  complaints  alleged 
unfitness  of  the  food  and  5  complaints  concerned  foreign  bodies  or 
extraneous  matter  in  the  food.  After  investigations  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  each  complaint,  22  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  informal 
action  and  2  resulted  in  proceedings  being  taken  against  the  firms 
responsible. 


Legal  Proceedings 

The  Ashford  branch  of  a  chain  of  supermarkets  was  fined  £25  with 
5  guineas  costs  for  the  sale  of  unfit  portions  of  rabbit. 

An  Ashford  supermarket  was  fined  £20  with  6  guineas  costs  for 
the  sale  of  sour  and  discoloured  Double  Jersey  Cream. 

A  Street  Trader  was  fined  £2  for  failing  to  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  Flygiene  (General)  Regulations  by  smoking  while 
handling  open  food. 
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Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  the  Magistrates’  Court  against  the  owner 
of  a  slaughterhouse  for  failure  to  pay  a  total  of  £537  for  meat  inspec¬ 
tion  charges  incurred  between  1963  and  1965.  The  magistrates  made 
an  Order  for  payment  with  £10  10s.  Od.  costs. 


Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 

One  slaughterhouse  is  licensed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed,  the 
carcases  inspected  and  details  of  carcases  condemned.  The  total 
number  of  animals  killed  was  7,504. 

Slaughtering  is  normally  carried  out  during  the  day  and  early  even¬ 
ing  but  there  is  also  some  slaughtering  on  Saturdays  or  Sundays.  All 
carcases  were  inspected. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condenmed 
in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

Cows 

553 

135 

49 

Lambs 

3178 

3589 

Number  inspected 

553 

135 

49 

3178 

3589 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

55 

71 

1 

52 

152 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9.94 

52.59 

2.04 

1.66 

4.29 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

_ 

_ 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

0.48 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

_ 

— 

—  1 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

_ 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  promotion  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  continued  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  policy  of  endeavouring  to  include  the  whole  of  the 
area  in  smoke  control  areas  by  1970.  All  the  smoke  control  areas  have 
been  well  received  by  the  public  and  so  far  there  has  not  been  any 
formal  objection  to  any  of  the  areas  declared.  Indeed,  it  is  true  to 
say  that  the  clean  air  policy  coincides  with  a  marked  demand  for  better 
heating  in  the  home  and  for  the  fuels  of  convenience  such  as  gas  and 
electricity.  The  modem  gas  room  heater  has  proved  the  most  popular 
choice  of  householders  when  a  solid  fuel  grate  is  being  replaced  with 
the  aid  of  grant. 

To  avoid  hardship,  retired  persons  have  been  assisted  with  a  100% 
grant  for  the  appliance  of  their  choice,  subject  to  the  Council’s  scale 
of  grants  which  follows  the  recommended  maximum  appliance  costs 
given  in  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  circular  51/65. 

The  open  solid  fuel  grate  has  lost  a  great  deal  of  its  attraction  and 
the  traditional  flickering  smoky  open  fire  will,  it  seems,  in  this  area, 
no  longer  be  a  feature  of  the  English  home.  Figures  taken  out  on  areas 
5  and  6  illustrate  the  trend. 


Appliances  installed  with  the  aid 

of  grant  : 

Smoke  Control  Area  No. 

5. 

Gas  Room 

Approved  Solid 

Solid  Fuel 

Central 

Electric 

Electric 

H  eaters 

Fuel  Grates 

Stoves 

H  eating 

Storage 

H eaters 

Eires 

206 

301 

65 

15 

12 

5 

Smoke  Control  Area  No. 

6. 

Gas  Room 

Approved  Solid 

Solid  Fuel 

Central 

Electric 

Electric 

H  eaters 

Fuel  Grates 

Stoves 

FI  eating 

Storage 

H  eaters 

Eires 

484 

135 

98 

43 

35 

— 

Most  owners  and 

occupiers 

of  dwellings 

were 

co-operative 

and 

anxious  to  convert  grates,  probably  because  of  the  increased  grants 
now  available.  17  notices  were  served  on  owners  or  occupiers  under 
Section  12,  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  requiring  conversion  of  grates. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  is  involved  in  the  promotion  of 
smoke  control  orders,  in  the  inspection  of  dwellings,  inspection  of  the 
new  heating  appliances  and  the  payment  of  grants.  4,057  visits  were 
made  for  all  purposes  under  the  Act. 
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Details  of  Smoke  Control  Areas 


Area  in  Acres 

No.  of  Dwellings 

Date  of  Operation 

1 

1,824 

2,325 

1.12.60. 

2 

2,990 

675 

1.12.62. 

3 

518 

1,415 

1.6.63. 

4 

126 

424 

1.7.64. 

5 

341 

1,620 

1.7.65. 

6 

408 

2,400 

1.6.66. 

7 

157 

1,020 

1.7.67. 

6,364 

9,879 

Officers,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registration  of  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  was 
slow  to  get  under  way,  and  in  three  instances  it  was  necessary  to 
threaten  proceedings  for  failure  to  register  in  order  to  get  the  occupiers 
to  register.  An  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  commenced  duty 
at  the  beginning  of  1965,  thus  making  a  total  of  five  Public  Health 
Inspectors  engaged  part-time  on  duties  under  this  Act.  It  was  possible 
to  inspect  all  the  registered  premises  in  the  area  and  also  to  carry  out 
routine  checking  to  ascertain  which  premises  had  failed  to  register. 
All  premises  registered  had  received  a  general  inspection  by  May, 
1965.  Generally  no  great  difficulty  was  met  in  securing  compliance 
with  the  requirements  and  most  occupiers  were  co-operative. 

There  was  some  resistance  to  heating  shops  to  the  prescribed 
temperature  of  60.8 °F.  This  came  from  greengrocers,  fish-mongers 
and  butchers  on  the  grounds  that  heating  the  shop  to  60.8°F.  would 
lead  to  deterioration  in  the  stock.  This  view  ignores  the  fact  that  the 
ambient  temperature  is  above  this  figure  for  a  substantial  part  of  the 
year. 

A  total  of  283  notifications  was  sent  to  owners  or  occupiers,  advising 
them  of  the  matters  in  which  the  premises  did  not  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act.  By  the  end  of  1965,  180  of  these  notifications  had 
been  complied  with.  It  was  found  on  the  first  inspections  that  there 
was  a  failure  to  provide  thermometers  and  first-aid  boxes,  and  most 
of  the  notifications  sent  required  these  to  be  provided.  At  a  lesser 
number  of  premises,  a  lack  of  ventilation,  heating  and  cleansing  were 
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noted,  and  at  a  few  premises  there  were  dangerous  staircases.  The 
safeguarding  of  machinery  such  as  bacon  sheers  was  not  adequate, 
and  the  ventilation  of  offices  where  private  officers  have  been  formed 
inside  existing  buildings  was  either  not  adequate  or  non-existent. 

Lighting  in  selling  areas  of  shops  was  generally  satisfactory,  but 
there  was  not  sufficient  appreciation  of  the  need  for  good  lighting  in 
offices,  but,  as  with  shops,  there  was  insufficient  lighting  of  staircases. 
The  majority  of  offices  had  satisfactory  lighting  in  rooms  used  as 
offices,  but,  as  with  shops,  there  was  insufficient  lighting  on  staircases, 
passages  and  wash-rooms.  No  great  difficulties  were  experienced  in 
getting  lighting  improved.  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour, 
a  survey  of  offices  and  shops  was  carried  out  during  November  using 
a  light  meter  to  measure  the  amount  of  light  at  the  working  surface 
in  a  representative  sample  of  premises.  For  this  purpose  the  recom¬ 
mended  standards  of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society  were  used, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  these  could  be  made  the  legal  standards. 

No  exemptions  were  granted  during  1965  and  no  prosecutions  for 
infringements  were  instituted. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
visit 

Offices 

23 

165 

159 

Retail  Shops 

55 

373 

373 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

6 

17 

17 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

9 

42 

42 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

1 

Totals : 

93 

598 

592 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section. 

Number  of 

Contraventions 

found 

Section. 

Number  of 

Contraventions 

found 

4 

Cleanliness  128 

15 

Eating  facilities  7 

5 

Overcrowding  6 

16 

Floors,  passage 

6 

Temperature  176 

and  stairs  128 

7 

Ventilation  16 

17 

Fencing  exposed 

8 

Lighting  48 

parts  machinery  - 

9 

Sanitary 

18 

Protection  of 

Conveniences  47 

young  persons 

10 

Washing 

from  dangerous 

facilities  111 

machinery  - 

11 

Supply  of 

19 

Training  of  young 

Drinking 

persons  working 

Water  1 

at  dangerous 

12 

Clothing  Accom- 

machinery  - 

modation  4 

23 

Prohibition  of 

13 

Sitting  facilities  5 

heavy  work  2 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary 

24 

First  Aid  General 

Workers)  3 

Provisions  148 

Total  830 


Reported  Accidents 


■ 

Workplace 

Number 

Reported 

Total  No. 
Invest¬ 
igated 

Action  Recommended 

I'-  o  ,\ction 

Prosecution 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

Dffices 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Retail  Shops 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Wholesale 

Shops, 

Warehouses 

1 

1 

_ 

■ - -n- 

Catering  Estab¬ 
lishments 
open  to  public, 
i  Canteens 

3 

1 

1 - 

jmel  Storage 

;  Depots 

1 

■■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

17 

6 

— 

— 

— 

23 

4iv  ^  -  reported  accidents. 


Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Ware¬ 

houses 

Catering 
establish¬ 
ments  open 
to  public, 
canteens 

Fuel  ■ 
Storage* 
Depots* 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i 

I  r  .^liSpOi.  i. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Falls  of  pc 

rsons 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Stepping  ; 
against 

or  striking 

Diq'ect  or  person 

■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

[-landluig  ! 

5cods 

1 

5 

— 

— 

Struck  b} 

[falling  object 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

p'rres  auci 

ji:  ^plosions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  i 

FJecnicity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Use  of  har 

lO  tools 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Not  otl'cr 

.Mik 

A’ise  specified 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Deposit  of  Refuse 

Seven  wet  gravel  pits  are  being  filled  with  refuse  other  than 
domestic  refuse  under  consents  given  by  the  Council  under  the  former 
Middlesex  County  Council  Acts.  The  consents  prescribe  types  of  refuse 
at  can  be  deposited,  the  aim  being  to  ensure  that  only  materials  that 
wdl  not  give  rise  to  nuisance  are  being  deposited,  particularly  in  the 
'.V:  ter  of  worked  out  gravel  pits. 

It  is  found  that  control  and  supervision  are  necessary  to  ensure  that 
the  conditions  are  complied  with.  There  is  pressure  on  tipping  con- 
t]  actors  to  take  large  quantities  of  industrial  refuse  for  which  it  seems 
i  is  difficult  to  find  a  method  of  disposal.  This  type  of  material  is, 
1  owever,  excluded  under  the  consents  issued  by  this  Council  and  the 
<  'ounty  Council,  and  unless  there  is  constant  supervision  it  is  found 
lat  prohibited  refuse  will  be  dumped  and  covered  over  with  other 
;  aterial.  The  persons  to  whom  the  consent  is  issued  are  required  to 
i  ke  samples  of  the  water  in  the  pits  at  prescribed  intervals  in  order 
Liat  the  oxygen  content  can  be  determined.  The  water  samples  are 


usually  quite  satisfactory  for  oxygen  content  in  the  large  gravel  pits 
filled  in  this  area,  and  the  danger  of  nuisance  arising  occurs  when  the 
water  content  is  reduced  when  the  pit  is  nearly  filled.  At  this  stage  of 
back-filling,  particular  care  is  necessary  to  avoid  nuisance. 


Prevention  o£  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Council  continues  to  offer  a  service  for  the  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice.  This  service  is  free  to  occupiers  of  domestic  premises  and  a 
small  charge  is  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  at 
business  premises.  No  major  infestations  of  rodents  were  seen  during 
1965  and  as  in  previous  years  practically  all  the  infestations  continue 
to  be  of  a  minor  nature. 

621  infestations  by  rats  or  mice  were  dealt  with  and  2,753  visits 
were  made  for  this  purpose. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

Five  premises  were  registered  in  1965  following  satisfactory  reports 
by  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Officer  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 
Nine  applicants  were  registered. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963. 

Three  premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  1965. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  registrations  were  made  in  1965. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  Ij  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

260 

99 

6 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

13 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

278 

104 

6 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S  •  !•)  •••  ••• 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

—  ■  - 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

-  ■  - 

- 

-  -  — 

- - T 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

- 

—  -  - 

—  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . . 

{b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

8 

9 

- 

3 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 

TOTAL  ... 

8 

9 

— 

3 

— 

OUTWORK 


Nature 
of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 
apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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